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intelligent men that polyandry was found among them,
that a woman had frequently two or three husbands,
sometimes more. At Shang they said that, though such
was undoubtedly the case in Baron, Dsun, and other sec-
tions of the country, it was not allowed by the Abbot at
Shang, who insisted on a woman having only one hus-
band. When he absented himself, his wife was given in
safe-keeping to a married couple who were responsible for
her good behavior and sure delivery to the husband on
his return. However, a certain kind of temporary mar-
riage is tolerated. All the Tibetans and traders who come
here to reside for any length of time, take to themselves
Mongol wives; on the departure of the " husband" the
children stay with the mother, and she is usually well
provided for, the man giving her the house they lived in,
and some cattle, if he owned any. In other parts of the
Ts'aidam the so-called polyandrous marriages are not only
temporary, but are contracted for a much shorter time
than at Shang, say a week, a fortnight, or a year, but the
good and virtuous abbots have, without interfering very
materially with a long-standing Mongol custom, removed
some of the opprobrium which is attached to the promis-
cuity that obtains in the neighboring country. It is but
fair to remark that the feast called the "cap-choosing
festival," referred to previously, is celebrated with great
splendor at Shang.
Hoping that the Abbot might prove willing to assist
me in organizing my caravan, I sent him some handsome
presents, and he asked me to come and dine with Mm. I
found him a dirty-looking man of about fifty, in much
soiled i*ecl pulo clothes, seated on a pile of rugs and cush-
ions in a corner of his kitchen. He asked me and my
attendants to sit on some rugs, facing him, abd as soon